
STATE OF MICHIGAN
96TH LEGISLATURE

REGULAR SESSION OF 2012

Introduced by Senators Caswell, Proos, Booher and Green

ENROLLED SENATE BILL No. 1121
AN ACT to amend 1949 PA 300, entitled “An act to provide for the registration, titling, sale, transfer, and regulation 

of certain vehicles operated upon the public highways of this state or any other place open to the general public or 
generally accessible to motor vehicles and distressed vehicles; to provide for the licensing of dealers; to provide for the 
examination, licensing, and control of operators and chauffeurs; to provide for the giving of proof of financial responsibility 
and security by owners and operators of vehicles; to provide for the imposition, levy, and collection of specific taxes on 
vehicles, and the levy and collection of sales and use taxes, license fees, and permit fees; to provide for the regulation 
and use of streets and highways; to create certain funds; to provide penalties and sanctions for a violation of this act; to 
provide for civil liability of owners and operators of vehicles and service of process on residents and nonresidents; to 
regulate the introduction and use of certain evidence; to provide for the levy of certain assessments; to provide for the 
enforcement of this act; to provide for the creation of and to prescribe the powers and duties of certain state and local 
agencies; to impose liability upon the state or local agencies; to provide appropriations for certain purposes; to repeal 
all other acts or parts of acts inconsistent with this act or contrary to this act; and to repeal certain parts of this act on 
a specific date,” by amending sections 21, 59, 73, and 658 (MCL 257.21, 257.59, 257.73, and 257.658), section 21 as 
amended by 1985 PA 32 and section 658 as amended by 2012 PA 98.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

Sec. 21. “Implement of husbandry” means a vehicle or trailer in use for the exclusive function of serving agricultural, 
horticultural, or livestock operations. Implement of husbandry includes a farm tractor, self-propelled application-type 
vehicle, farm wagon, farm trailer, a vehicle or trailer adapted for lifting or carrying another implement of husbandry, or 
any substantially similar equipment used to transport products necessary for agricultural production.

Sec. 59. “Semi-trailer” means every vehicle with or without motive power, other than a pole-trailer, designed for 
carrying persons or property and for being drawn by a motor vehicle and so constructed that some part of its weight 
and that of its load rests upon or is carried by another vehicle. Semi-trailer does not include any implement of husbandry.

Sec. 73. “Trailer” means every vehicle with or without motive power, other than a pole-trailer, designed for carrying 
property or persons and for being drawn by a motor vehicle and so constructed that no part of its weight rests upon 
the towing vehicle. Trailer does not include any implement of husbandry.

Sec. 658. (1) A person propelling a bicycle or operating a motorcycle or moped shall not ride other than upon and 
astride a permanent and regular seat attached to that vehicle.

(2) A bicycle or motorcycle shall not be used to carry more persons at 1 time than the number for which it is 
designed and equipped.

(3) An electric personal assistive mobility device shall not be used to carry more than 1 person at a time.

(260)
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(4) A person less than 19 years of age operating a moped on a public thoroughfare shall wear a crash helmet on his 
or her head. Except as provided in subsection (5), a person operating or riding on a motorcycle shall wear a crash helmet 
on his or her head.

(5) The following conditions apply to a person 21 years of age or older operating or riding on a motorcycle, as 
applicable:

(a) A person who is operating a motorcycle is not required to wear a crash helmet on his or her head if he or she has 
had a motorcycle endorsement on his or her operator’s or chauffeur’s license for not less than 2 years or the person 
passes a motorcycle safety course conducted under section 811a or 811b and satisfies the requirements of subdivision (c).

(b) A person who is riding on a motorcycle is not required to wear a crash helmet on his or her head if the person 
or the operator of the motorcycle satisfies the requirements of subdivision (c).

(c) A person who is operating a motorcycle and a person who is riding on a motorcycle are not required to wear crash 
helmets on their heads if the operator of the motorcycle or the rider has in effect security for the first-party medical 
benefits payable in the event that he or she is involved in a motorcycle accident, as provided in section 3103 of the 
insurance code of 1956, 1956 PA 218, MCL 500.3103, in 1 of the following amounts, as applicable:

(i) A motorcycle operator without a rider, not less than $20,000.00.

(ii) A motorcycle operator with a rider, not less than $20,000.00 per person per occurrence. However, if the rider has 
security in an amount not less than $20,000.00, then the operator is only required to have security in the amount of not 
less than $20,000.00.

(6) Crash helmets shall be approved by the department of state police. The department of state police shall 
promulgate rules for the implementation of this section under the administrative procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, 
MCL 24.201 to 24.328. Rules in effect on June 1, 1970, apply to helmets required by this act.

(7) The crash helmet requirements under this section do not apply to a person operating or riding in an autocycle if 
the vehicle is equipped with a roof that meets or exceeds standards for a crash helmet.

(8) A person operating or riding in an autocycle shall wear seat belts when on a public highway in this state.

Secretary of the Senate

Clerk of the House of Representatives

Approved

Governor
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